








No matter what | do, Twilight Il will never blank on its
own; | must always move to a blank now corner.
What is going wrong?

After installing Twilight Il, my computer sometimes
crashes or hangs for no reason. Why?

Several different things could be happening. For some reason, the Twilight.Setup
file could have gotten corrupted. This might have happened for a number of
reasons, such as if you turned off the computer or hit Command-Control-Reset 1o
reboot while the Twilight II main window was open — be sure to always close
Twilight II first! In this case, you should try deleting Twilight.Setup (which is
created in the Twilight module folder, or your user folder if you are on an
AppleShare network) and rebooting. (Note that all your saved setup will be lost

and must be reset to your preferences.)

Another possibility could be that there is a conflict between Twilight IT and
another one of your installed inits, desk accessories (DA’s), or control panels. We
have tried to minimize and correct all such incompatibilities as possible, but
nonetheless some may still exist. To see if there is a conflict, try starting your
computer with Apple’s selfbooting System. Disk that is a part of System 6. Thisdisk
will only have Apple’s programs installed. When the Finder comes up, locate the
Twilight. Il control panel icon and double-click it toinstall it. Ifthe screen will now
blank on its own, then you definitely have a conflict between Twilight I and an
init, DA, or control panel. The next step is to locate which file is conflicting; to
determine this, try deactivating each of your inits, DA’s, and control panels one at
a tme and then rebooting. Eventually you will find the one conflicting with

Twilight II.

If you suspect that Twilight II is conflicting with a specific program or init, you can
control-boot (by holding down control during startup) to stop Twilight II from
installing into memory, to see if your suspicions are correct. If you notice
Twilight I inhibiting any other programs from working properly, be sure to report
this to us so we can work at fixing the problems or creating workarounds.
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How come after Twilight Il background blanks during
printing, my printout turns all black?

Some older, somewhat poorly written, GS/OS printer drivers make certain
assumptions about the state of the computer during printing. If you are using one
of these drivers, you have several options:

*  change the WatchCursor feature (in Setup: Options) to don't blank

*  always move the mouse to a never blank corner before printing

* turn on caps lock “lock” (in Setup: Options) and press Caps Lock before
printing

*  deactivate or purge Twilight II before printing and reactivate or reinstall
after the printing is done

*  update your printer driver; all drivers from Independence and Harmonie
will work fine, and Apple is in the process of fixing theirs hopefully for
system 6.0.1

When the Twilight Il icon appears during startup, the
computer beeps and then the icon is crossed out.
What is happening?

Twilight IT has encountered a serious error while starting up. Because the error
occurred during boot, Twilight I has no way to tell you what happened, so
-nstallation and activation are skipped. If you would like a more descriptive error
message, double-click the Twilight./licon from the Finder. Twilight II can often
oe restored to working order by deleting the Twilight.Setup file in the Twilight
rolder. This will fix many situations but is not a cure-all. Also make sure the disk
Twilight I is on is not write protected.

If none of these suggestions nor the error message help, try reinstalling Twilight I1.
If that does not help, contact us.
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When | run my telecommunication program with
Twilight Il installed, some of my incoming characters
are lost. Why does this happen and how can | fix it?

The technical cause of this problem is that your system is getting bogged down with
too many interrupts. You have too many inits, desk accessories, control panels, etc.
installed and they're all competing for the same limited resources. This problem
is most likely to occur on slower systems with fast modems and lots of inits, etc.
installed. Your choices are several:

¢ Tryinactivatingor deleting some of your least used inits, desk accessories,
and control panels. It is hard to tell which of them are most likely to
combine with Twilight II to slow down your term program, so you might
have to use trial and error.

*  Temporarily deactivate Twilight II by unchecking the Twilight I active
control on the main window (or pressing Shift-Clear) before running your
term program.

*  Purge TwilightII (or hold down Con#rolduringstartup so Twilight 1T will
not install) before running the term program.

* If your term program runs under ProDOS 8, you probably can press
Control-Reset directly after launching the program. Twilight IT will now
be inactive until you quit back to GS/OS.

Twilight II's WatchCursor option does not work in one of
my programs. What is wrong?

This option (having Twilight II automatically background blank or never blank
when the cursor on-screen is a watch) only works with programs that use the
standard method of displaying a watch. Fortunately, the majority of all programs
work just fine. However, there are a few programs that insist on displaying a watch
in a nonstandard way (e.g. GraphicWriter IlI, HyperCard IIGS). Unfortunately
thereis no way for you to make these programs work with Twilight II's WatchCursor
option. If this disturbs you, we encourage you to contact the publishers of
programs such as these and tell them you'd like to see them fixed.
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Appendix |l

Twilight Il Technical
Information

This section is intended to provide information on how to modify, understand, or
take advantage of the more technical aspects of Twilight II. This section is mainly
:ntended for programmers, but some information might be of general interest.

Due to excessive length, the Twilight II IPC documentation and the module
‘ormat specifications (referred to at the end of this section) are not printed here.
They are available seperately on disk from us and also from several online services.

Useful Twilight Il Resources

There are three resources (in Twilight II's resource fork) that would be worth
modifying with a resource editor, such as Foundation™ from Lunar Productions.

WSting ($00000001)

This resource contains the name of the directory that Twilight II will look for
modules in. Normally it is set to “Twilight,” but it can be set to any valid name
vou like.

rWString ($00000002)

The filename Twilight II stores its preferences in is contained in this resource.
Normally this is “Twilight.Setup.”

$0001($00000001)

This resource, one word in size, contains an integer value controlling how many
modules Twilight II can handle. Itis currently preset to 50 to save memory, but
:f you should install more modules than this, you must change this resource or only
the first forty will be recognized. After modifying this resource, you must delete
Twilght.Serup for the change to take effect.
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Wiriting Twilight Il Savvy Programs

Via System 6's new inter-process communication (IPC) capabilities, Twilight II
and other programs can coordinate efforts by communicating with each other.
Twilight II sports a comprehensive set of routines that inform programs when the
screen is blanking and unblanking and also allow applications to control certain

aspects of Twilight II.

If you would like more information than what is here or require other assistance
developing Twilight II-aware software, feel free to contact us. We would be happy
to work with you. Also, if you discover any bugs or would like to share features
you'd like us to implement in future versions of Twilight II, please let us know.

By following a few simple guidelines (most of which already recommended by
Apple, for good reason), you can insure full compatbility with Twilight II. Many
of these suggestions will make your programs much more friendly to the system as
a whole, and to other programs as well. This results in a much more pleasant
computing experience for the user.

General Guidelines
Desktop Programs

Twilight II can only blank the screen in the desktop environment when
QuickDraw II and the Event Manager are started, and SystemTask,
GetNextEvent, or TaskMaster is called. Keep this in mind if you want
Twilight II to be able to blank in your program.

Ifyour programis doing something thatshould notbeinterrupted (e.g. unshrinking
files, copying files, etc.), you have several options. If you call WaitCursor and
then periodically call SystemTask, GetNextEvent, or TaskMaster,
then Twilight II will be able to step in and background blank the screen (if the
appropriate WatchCursor option is set) and let your program keep running. Ifat
any time you think the screen mustbeblanked in the background, then you can use
thet 2ForceBkgBlank IPCrequest. If thescreen should notbe blanked atall,
you can turn Twilight I off and on at will.

Also, ifyour program does not use the standard watch cursor (by calling the toolbox
WaitCursor call) to indicate the computer is working (such as Foundation's
spinning moon, the spinning beachball of AppleWorks GS, and GS+'s Cool
Cursor control panel; or just a custom watch image as GraphicWriter Il v1.1 and
HyperCard 1IGS), you also should also use the t 2ForceBkgBlank IPC
request before and after displaying your custom cursor or cursor animation. This
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will allow the WatchCursor features to work with your program.

Finally, whenever you need to hide and show the menu bar, you should only use
the HideMenuBar and ShowMenuBar toolcalls.

Tips

Usually itis not a good idea to install an interrupt that modifies the palettes. When
Twilight IT kicks in, it has no way to stop your interrupts, so the screen could get
pretty nasty looking.

If you must patch the tool dispatcher vector, make sure you do it in the way
described in Apple I1GS technote #87. Otherwise, the purge Twilight Il option will
not function properly.

Ifyou ever need to get or set the super high resolution palettes, use the appropriate
QuickDraw II call. Do not access the palettes directly, or you will cause conflicts
with background blanking,

[f you always want to be informed when Twilight I blanks the text screen, do not
overuse the scheduler. For if the scheduler task queue is full when the text screen
blanks, you never will be notified of the blank.

Twilight Il IPC Routines

We feel that Twilight 1T and your program should work together, not against each
other. Twilight II will notify your program when it is blanking the screen, and in
some cases you will even be given the option to abort the blank. Your program can
control many aspects of Twilight II's operation through the TwilightII IPC
routines. The IPC info is regrettably too long to print here.

Writing Twilight 1l Modules

Twilight IT employs an advanced custom module format, very similar to CDevs.
Twilight IT modules can be written in assembly language, C, Pascal, or any
combination of the three, and have filetype $BC (generic load file) and auxillary
vpe $4004. The modulesincluded with Twilight I have been written in assembly
and C; Twilight II itself was written in 100% assembly language. Wtiting
Twilight I modules can be a very fun and satisfying task. Since the formatis quite
powerful and thusquite detailed as well, we regret that we do not have enough room
20 print it here. We will provide any information referred to here on request, and
we will also make it available from national online services.
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activating Twilight IT 10, 20, 29, 34
animation template filess 27, 28
AppleShare 16, 19

AppleTalk. See AppleShare
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blank. See also compatible programs; modules
background 15
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text screen 25
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caps lock “lock” 24, 33
compatible programs 1
desktop-based 16
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control-booting 10, 29
conventions 3
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never blank 33
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deactivating Twilight II. See activating Twilight II
default settings 29

desk accessory 11, 23

double-click 25
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EATF's. Seeanimation template files
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Installer 8
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manual
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installed list 18
Meltdown 30
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Phantom 27. See also Phantasm
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previewing 19
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YouDrawlt 27
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opening Twilight II 11
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prinuing 30, 33

programming guidelines
Twilight II IPC routines 37
Twilight Il modules 37
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purging Twilight I 19, 33, 34

random mode 20
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resources 35

S

screen corners 22
text mode programs 16
sound 29. See also Sound Patcher
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unblanking 24
Sound Patcher 9
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technical information 35, 36, 37
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